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To the Curious Bebolder of 


| the former Pifture. 


De zre Copntrey man. 


WLZZ<FTOT themeere fiftion of theover- 
IL ) daring Picturer doeſt thou here be- 
hold: Bur (ifhe have done his part) 
2>\19 che rrue Pourtrairtare of the worke 
ET SAY of God, preſented to the world to 
be ſeene androbe admired. 

Twochings I have to deliver to thine eare, 
which this figure cannot convey unto whine eye. 
Firſt, what icintenderh - Nexr, how thon maieſt 
corre the Picture, ifirneed amending. 

For the firſt; ir intendeth to acquaing chee wich 
this ſtory, In the Countie of Devon - and in the 
Pariſh of che famous Towne of 7limmonth, there 
1s a Village called $tove-howſe;, Viculnm Piſcatori- 
am | may ja{tly terme ir, a pretty lirtle Fifher- 
rownse, for it confiſteth moſtly of men rhac live 
by the Sea,qnd gaine rheir ivetthood by the wa- 
ter. Inthis village there dwetfech one zabn Pcr- 

A 3 Jen: 
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ſonsa Fiſherman, whoſe wite having fulfilled the 


uſuall moneths and weekes of womens burdens, 
upon the ewenricth day of this preſent monerh 

Hoter fell in travell, and by.the helpe of a ſecond 

lid wife (threngh Gods m-rcy and goodiefle) 
was the poore mother(afrer the wearie travell ot 
thirreene or fonrereenc painefull houres) ſafely 
delivered of the burden+ A Birth not more pain- 
full rothe Mother(tho very painetull donbtleſſe 
becing (till-borne,) then ſtrange and wonder- 
fill ro all the beholders. The eye 13 nor Carivfied 
with ſeeing, with admiration : and, as ir fallerh 
ont in ſuch a caſe, ſoone is the fame thereof ſpread 
all abroad. Towne and Countrey commeth in to 
ſee, rhar hereafter they might /as I for my part 
muſt) ſay ; Arſuch a time, in ſuch a place, I ſaw 
the ſtrangeſt birth in all reſpes, that ever I ſaw 
or heard before. Two heads, and neckes, rwo 
backes, and ſersof ribbes,toure armes and hands, 
foure thighes and legges: in a word, from head 
to heele (fo farre as the eye could diſcerne) two 
compleat and perfe&t bodies, bur concorporate 
and toyned rogether from breaſt ro belly, two 
110NC, 

For the ſecond thing propounded.ziz. how to 
corre the picture, ifit need amendment ; take 
this. When I firſt caſt mine eye upon them lying 
on the table, I aid. ferely if thoſechildren had bin 
iving, Art mighthavecauſed a juſt ſeparation of 


'themy,for I conceivedthemto bee no other than 


:wo dodies joynedrogerher in one common Skin. 
ButI ſoone perceived mine Errour, when put- 
ring 


——_— — 
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tngmy finger to feele the Collar the Cannell. , 


bone (1 meane that place where you fee them 
begintojoyne together) I found that they had 
but one brceaſt-bone common to:ihem both, and 
by it, as by a partitiun wall, were their two bo» 
dies(as two chambers) both joyneC&leparated : 
joyned rogether in reſpeR of the externallbulke, 
ſeparated in reſpect of the internall contents. 
Thisconcorporation laſted downe tothe Navell 
ora little beneath, which alſo was in common to 
them both, I ſtill ſpeak of what the eye could ſee, 
happily ſo ſoone as that ſtring 'of the umoilicall 
vellels, by which the mothers wombe ſupplied 
food and nouriſhment tothe birth had paſſed the 
«kinne,it might diſpattic ſelfe. Bur outwardly it 
was one ih common. VWhence allo it wasconje- 
ctured, that though theſe twinnes might have 
ſeveral hearts, and lungs anſwerable to their 
ſeverall heads and neckes, yer bur unc common 
Liver tothem both. The truth of this conjecture 
[ leave t9 the Colledge of Phylitians rodiſcover, 
that is not my profeſſion, nor will I preſume to 
determine any thing in anothers Art, onely this 
Obie4tion I have againſt it: that ſuppoſing one 
common Liver, it muſt cither gird them round 
or be miſplaced in one of them: for turning breſt 
to breſt,and bel!y robelly.you ioyne the lefr fide 
of the one body rotherighr fide ot the other - ſo 
that Tfay,except the liver docompaſle 1t round, it 
ſhz!l be miſplaced in the one. 
But tqreturne cothe ſtory. Theſe rwwo twins 
vere not more neerely ioned inthe bulk of bo- 
A4 dy, 


Os ference 


-.. ud. 


M - Lows they were in all parts and proportions 
I? 


ike toone another where they were difparted;ſo 
thatrwo the likeſt twins that ever you ſaw were 
not more like : nay the glafſe cannor (I thinke) 
give a truer anſwer tothe face thantheſe were 
each toother. Which I doe the more boldly af- 
firme, becauſe having ſatisfyed mine eye with be- 
holding themoathe one ſide as they lay, 1 cau- 
ſed the women toturne the other fade, and laying 
chem as before{face to face, and footrofoot) I 
could perceive nodifference in them at all from 
what I had ſeene before, Ocething I forgot, cill 
it was toolate : which if I had remembred, I 
verily perſwade my ſelfe,might have been done, 
v#.Tolay them one upon another. The which 
I mention,leſt happily any might conceive that 
the ioyncure of their bodies might leane to one 


ſide more than toanother. I was about t& aske 
the women whether che mother fole them living 


inthe wombe z when preſently I correted my 
ſclfe, ſeeing each parrand limbe, yea, and the 
whole body ofeither growne(as indeed it was)to 
a inſt maturity: each by himſelte, had they beene 
ſundered,had been a iuſt birth; having haire on 
the heads, nailes on their handsandroes, nay 
which is more (exceptthe women were much 
deceived they had ſome teeth in their head: and 
to confeſſe the rrurh, I thought lo too, till others 
that had more $K11and experience perſwaded me 
to the contrary. Howlſoever, the children were 
each of them as campleat and perfect asBirths uſe 


to be, 
Vpon 


> —— 
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Vfon theſe grounds I corretedmy ſelfe in my 
former intended queſtion : for how ſhould they 
grow tothar perteftion of ſtature, had they wan- 
red life ? But the mid- wife and the women told 
me, that they were living and lively tome few 
houres before they were borne : So that in all 
likely- hood, had a «kilfull hand been made uſe of 
at the fir(t,they mighthave lived co ſee the lighr, 
ifnotroinipy it. Bur God that gaye them a life 
and beeing in the wombe, knowing thar life npon 
earth would have beene a burden tothem,provi- 
ded berter for th'm,and tooke rhemrohimſelfe. 

Thus haye I givena true, and I thinke a fall 
narration of this worke of wonder which God 
hath ſhewed hereamongſfis. And with it, Iam 
contentto ſend abroad ſome few notes prepared 
for the confluence of people, met together, when 

” this birth was layed intro the earth. Something 
me thuughtwas heting to be commended ro them 
chat ſaw it, while the thing was freſh in mind;and 
thac ſomething ſuch as itis : loe here it is. Rather 
would I ſhame my ſelfe in being over-buſie, chan 
be wanting in what I conceit may not be unpro« 
firable ro he countrey wherein I live,Read then 
theſe nores, And if thou count not this halfe 
houre ill beſtowed, thou wilt I rruſt(T defire thou 
wouldeſt) pray for him, wbo if thou loye the 
Lord teſw: in fincerity,prayethfcr thee,rhat thou 
maieſt proſper and be in health,even as thy ſoule 
proſpereth. Farewell, 


Plimmonth, Oftob, 30. 
15 35, B 
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Heb. 17. 3. 
Bring dead, yet ſprakets, 


RAS ihe Word of God, fo the Workes of 
aA God are for our Doftrine and inftru&i- 
J on. The works of Creation teachus, faith 
y Saint Pawl, Gods eternal power and Row.:. to. 
God- head. T he works of his providence 
mes re not behind hand with us : and there- 
fore ai:hthe Holy Prophet, Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, 
and night wnto wight ſheweth knowledge. True this is in Dal. 19. » 
the ordinary and common workes ot providence : Bur 
much more \remarkable in thoſe that are extraordinary, 
when either the conrſe of Narnre is hindred, at the Sea 
and Sunne Ropt in the midſt of their Carrier : oraltered, Exod. 14. 
25 when the Sunne went backe-ward in the daies of Hy lo. 10. 
zechiah. Touching which, faich the Pſalmiff, Hee bath 
wade bis wonderfull workes 10 be remembred; or as the 
words ſtand in the Originall, and the Greeke tranſlacion, ©3111. 4 
A memorial hath he made to his wonderful works,sd e##, 
Hee hath ofdained and commanded that they ſhould be _ a 
remembred;Good reaſon,that where God with his finger LeN|PhLeas 
pointerh forth ſomething in ſpeciall to the ſonnes of Thall. 
men, they ſhould follow ic with the Eye of the body, til! Mwwar imu- 
the eye of the foule, v:z. rhe underfianding fpiric have **** Javjeno?- 
thence received ſome i ftrufion. WER 
Not onely the other Creatures : but alſo the Sonnes of 
men are otherwhiles made the obje& of theſe wonder- 
full workes' of God : Or if yon had rather call it the fub- 
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A matter,on which he t1mperh the marks of his Pc o- 
vidence,cicher in hindering, or in alcering <2 Ordinary 
courſe of Nature,ſometimes in the conczprion,fomecime s 
in che birchs of ourexpeRted anf dzliced iffte. 
Coceptionſt fo wer, ean Conception, | count the'naturall 


onir4t ot famine ſemen faca%* and proper works of the wombe 
wy 4b ext 111, I CAP, , = AM - . "its... 
Frouury ejuſque va adpropris 10 Teceiving,retining, and ripening 
"mans! ex qarndam exenarsr boo forthcBirch. The wonhbes 


Dan. Sen1ert. Med.li,g part. * 
$c&-4.c2p.-4. isby che hind of God, ſometimes 


Yloſed up,thatir receiveth not,as ia ch<cale ,of Abimilech x 
family.Gen.20, ſomerimes opened or rath er looſcned,thac 
it recayneth not, a$inthe caſe of Aborcive and uacimely 


births. Sometimes weakened, that ic ripenerh nor che 
birth, cicher not atall, or at lealt op = _—_ 

| - de Andall theſe dÞe ceach us the pre” 
parracandor Daren diode ſence of Cods Providence, Well may 
_— — fay,The hand of GoChath beene 


dif errr ad menſern 1 
TEE Harrod there. I: is hee chac =_ «or hinde- 
cis _ * red the worke of the wambe, and 
= Reerqas caves withheld rhe bleſſing of a good Con- 


——_——_ Ceprivie Su ſur the birch. 


pubrix faculty . = 
Birth | maſt call that which properly and from the [1- 
tine we mighe call Parturicion. This doth God by the 
hand of his ſpzciall providenc2 hinder ſonecime in part, 
Port prater-uatarals of, fOrmerim? in wi191e : 50 that whereas 
wie. Dificds, Nile, all times of the womans Trave |] 


Cafarens, Difficiie,w # 11: hour are full of [8rrow, yea 
ri id. | 3 
3 ances No (as the Phil»ſ1pher fiich, drofor. 
— = _—_ d- Hiſfort A «main «,Lib.7. cap.g 
prdes prom excizerens, ſeit, and the Scriprure it felfe in parc 
ey nc Rags, doch confirme the ſame )more ful of 
epruuime pars ; gas wn diffi:efty and dinger than any other 


—_—_—— im ex creatures(41 evideat —__ 
wks | 0 
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of the Hind of G p14, vidciag che firſt = copars buteſa es 2x1 wm 
fime of one Grandmother Eveh, tru aero; Seoner 
upon all the tx) whereas | ſiy all #<wob.toiwvi ule diciew, 
times are full of Grow , of tare worn nn os 
and frightfalne(ſ: 3 ſom: doe re- '*** /c pſam enere ſas (ex 
ceive anincreaſ: and malciplicaci- Eons 
on, by ſuch accidents ſaperveaienc, meu! exvelluay, wel Chrury3 
and un-xpeted dangers of birchs wjrion mamas Pe. 
not capable of deliverance till Gad aww Caſari nemen fer 
by che haad of fpeciall Art vouch- (rs nome hp of ab on 
fate his gracious _ » and good © forer,quederomers 
aſſitance, Of theſe therefore, as «x —_— 
of the former, well miy wee fy, /4f** 4 ahe dciar partes 
Digitns det, l: is the finger of G »d wi amt ont 11 fred 
that hath beene here, and manifeſted 29759) ware wperſbre «« 
his preſence by hindering che'com- ; 

_ L. 22m courſe of Natore in the Birth of the 

ombe. 

As in hindering , & alfo in altering and changi 
the courſe of Es doth God call = (79) >>» 
vation of his Providence + Nay heers mare than in 
any chingelſe doth hee (hew forth his workes of wonder: 
underſtand meſtill co ſpeake of the Conception and of the 
Births of the ſoanes of men. What variety of ſtrange 
births doe wee fee and heare of, Strange births wee 
call chem * more properly , wee might terme them 
ſtrange ions : for what the wombe in Con- 
ception , Chat is not uſaally akered iache birch, 
What varietie (I fay ) of ſtraage-birches doe wee ſee 
and heare oÞScrange (4 Sratore. This is fometimes Giant lite ; other- 
in che quantitie of 5's Dwwſit and Pigmey like, Jometimes be 
| (a\(tacure : ſtrange in uſual crate wenn and as it 
the (b) number of :Þ1 falierk our in refpeR of the whole dody;© lom- 
parts: Strange in the a 4fcreat propertion; bagger oc ledler than the ref 

B y (c) Mul 


(c) Mulciplication : 
ſtrange ia the (d) 
» Conco ion of 
erall births, bur a» 
e all moſt ſtrange 
$4 meg & kind 
alteredand changed. 
All cheſe, but eipe- 
1" cially this later ſore, 


wuwch lcſc the 8 
de recorded, which alter the qua- 


geuerarient, wh® [jeje and kinde, the 
and ia Latines call 4 
che 


Siſt+r ro Earle Flor the fourth (a5 Hoke relacerh ir, ano, 1444 


| of rwo and mronſtrantur, | would 
wiring of Ho'and) who being of tbe 2ge , 
torry yeeres, brought forth at one nbgay na adde, «! monſtvent. 
females,and the odd one ag Hermephre: They are ſhewed 
— = in —_ Bafons - = Le. bs _ 
T Gaide Sufr agen to the Bi» 4 
CF She bolt lobw,andtbe the ſpeciall handy. 
Pemales Elnghabs all which immediarly atrer died, ne en, 
and withthew their Bajons are yerto be W , 
ſeene iu che aforela d Church. Thus farre Here This (hogph  peradven- 
om racle,or miraculous accent befcll her((ay (ome) , dead 
as ihe jult hand of God her, for that when a ure E, yet 
rg evo covorew ti (11g "s lpcaxe, and cel! the 


| the woman with wh-r<dome, for thar forgertul world,thar 


Ce eve ro bundoas C0 lenkele hach 6 
o - : 
— fugnicati- nA good waning do» br ſpeciall hand in for- 


tha- two ſhould be oyved inte one %Ss =—_— inthe wombe. Here 


tion. Auer 9+ by the way, ler mec 
; bind» ace to be £9UCH upon A caſe of 
theſ- 1n« orporared Cantcience, or rwo. 


 d lived 9-29" \Wherher Monſters 


Th- anſwer to the que and milhapen birchs 


may 
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may lawfully be car- «7c dos capiraquatucr brachia quarecr pedes, das 

ried up _l — CO SOD init hn rock 

pr [© ini imgatur in loco qulabet per ſe, 1d i, If you 

the cOunENtorights Lonhocaothey hevacro tu ets thee 

co make a gaine by b-cks and bac ke-bones,and the bike: Thealer cach 

them ? Whether the of thera be baprixed by himſelig, &c. Of ewe con- 

Births bei corporate and juyned backe to backe, wee reade, 

ng once The tory is remembred in Redericw & Caſtro, a Phy- 

dead, may be kept Fen o vecillnowramour all aro, 81th 

_ = __ poke aatonns "ie mam : hateoins 

the former © pl 1D 4 « of hem (2s 

? be. I Ok and 

Whetherche parenes RE 8. 2% 14) more nic Et 

of och births may (cl makety the third kinie to be of them that are 

themco another. For —_———— — 2 boon ir 

', merida «4 | 

my pare I wouldbe TOE entre is, Joe 

oth to prejudice the /upervics 1 i 46 germans patrilagins fuls 
betrer and morall "7; 


judgements of avy, ani , 
But ro (peak plaivly, them died, x Stent Fe wt wraparet'y 
I domake (cruple of could noe be eparaced, did prove rho deftruSion of 
Ic uryivour, Boe no mention 

the tir{t,and therfore 1.med Author3 make of fgch a dirth 90this of ours: 
much more of the © thath is likely that they had heard of none fuch. 
:wo later caſes, For {Quai 
ifoot living hey arg -{- = A thongs 20d : 

: whether ofthe whale, or of ſome eration 
to be proſiituted to ofthe whale kinde une reade of  ntedehoe 


0 broughk fr th mankinde bi:ths, and women bruwiſh _ 
the coyetoulnelle of man whit 


any;much lefſe being pn gpoee 1599 F» Aprib(imquir) 
dead, when the grave pad roeg ward pore Unlen wont awe 
calls for che bo» Contr In. Th ene ware, qucdem vs ow 
dies of all Chriſtian 7564979 awwne Toms weſen.nm it feminen ewxe 
births : the grave, I Seamorms, co & meonfirs ({o alſo Cairo and Low 
Gay, whercin they are en enim rs core naw pr 


to be laid up - that duce, $opegry,comm,t aig anmalia, v9! ſ<im 
ve 1:1 wed wo”- 


thereinthey may lay 1795 <a babemes, crc coſyue 
lowneuthe preſent pr Wyn lugar ye? pd 
diſhonor, and thence "7 *t-w ite bac aducere, 

be 


Th:{ two allo are 
mennoned by A- 
Niſloads in lus Pro- 
blemes .Cap, De 
M ow/ir.. y 


(14) - 

/ reration of pars t Eur Theams Were», Corh ine in 
LD o&or Brard thi Hiflery. A certaire Noble- gt wy wh 0 he 
m.n uſed I ords day to goc on bugyir g in fer» B, ry.Andi ene pa- 
mon tec; which piety the Lord puntbcewih pores may not 
this wdgement, Hee eavied his wile ro brieg wth his . hlefle 
« childe wick anbeatiheodergs, Tha: fer be this; how moc 
referred his ler God, : : 

- at orip when to Bake much may they deliver ir 
of. —_ inks 25 —_ over to another? Bar 
lome tr berous excreſcenicies, Sre one recorded by : 

C aftre De Namra Mulieram, ls 3, ca 11 quod bebebar OY will lay rowee, 


corn im tapete alas dues, 4c, Here in this rowne not ſv chem living, 

many years when women thei harre forth 

Ce ee orb had on the bead WHY may they notbe 

(as Tam  informee) grifels growingin che Uſedto this end,bee- 
* Adferua ferwati- (APE 3nd of hols artires avd dre, jr fir for none im- 


. Caſtro 2ddeth, Quai concepten rf @ canſi; narure- pros ? My rea- 
emf crodendum eff meas theater. 1999 are theſe. Our 
Ro drnqur crore '1 ture. delight isto be mea- 
(2)S ages mater "* ſured by our dehres, 
—_— nor doe 1 ſee it lawfull ro Wight in what may not be defi- 
(1)Vurw mri red. And who would defire a wiſhapen Birth,to be the i(- 
6a co-ſe4%'%': tre of his owne body ? Adde this, all Crofſescall for Hu- 
tum $+v-4',px/9w4 miliarion 7 and where that is expeCted,T fee not how there 


ns Canbee place either for profic or pleaſure to bee though. 
emm ww quan UPON; | 
denn 7, Br toretome 


Te mon ox wirof the wolbllhh preſent 


Dyer - lll theſe accidents and occafions the Phil 
ps wor rt ſophy,nor can well fubſiſt wichour them )ehey I Ro” 
nw ſaw pages: att alltheſe icions and (— rurero 
—__—_ (ec | 'r , ti £ , pod 
ery agen offeminall materialls; or externall, as the dul- 
nefſe of tbe formative facultic , or fle of 


tw what wee had in haud. Theſe 
dead, yer ſpeake and h to 
of God in the ' of the 


d warm. banc bt 
(rmnquat | 144 (of bur 


«ve [equars the Veſſels, or firexgth of Coaceit or Imagioa- 
Cr s profit, . 
«x: «jm 7 rr LON, : 


Y 


A 7 iD AR 


1) 


(13) 

The Aftrologer may adde another cauſe, powerfull in 
his opinion, to pervert and overthrow the good inten. 
tions of Nature, ſc. the corſtellations of the planers, and 

.configuration of their aſpes.And happily they may pirch 
vpon ſome reaſons for the coalition of theſe two twinnes 
into one : nor doe we deny but the Philoſopher may bee 
allowed in theſe his conjeftures : nor may hee ſeeme to 
ſhoot befide the marke, that ſhould aſcribe it ro ſume ar- | 
cident,collidingard daſhing tbeſe two new-formed Em- | 
bryonsin the wombe, caſting thers ſo one upon the 0« 
ther, as that the contiguity and overmuch cloſeneſle of 
their bodies cauſed the aforeſaid coalition : fo have wee 
ſcene two trees over cloſely leaning one nponanother 
ar into one,and covered with na, dm The Philo» 

pher,I ſay, may ſeeme to ſpeakereafon (not ſothe A- 
ſtrologer, atleaſt in mine Opiuion.) Onely he and others 
myſt bee intreated to looke higher, and totake notice of 
the ſpeciall hand of Ged, whoſe worke alone ir is to ſort 
and compound the aRivities of ſecondary cauſes; that 
what by the bleſſing of God mighthave beene otherwiſe, 


= diſpoſed of for ends beſt knowne to him- 


This is the concluſion which Religion teacherh : and 
which it becommeth mee as a Divine to put you in minde 
of, The Aftrologer is taught to lay, fra regunt howines. 
The influence of the Starres doe rule the A&ions of the 
ſonnes of men. Bur the Chyiftlan knoweth that yegit afrs 
Dew, God over-ruleth the fiarres, So that if wee ſhould 

anipfluence in the planers, and a power in the Con- 
ellations : yer farre be it frow us roaccountit fatall, and x, 
inalcerable : No we know that God fattethin the Heavens, 
and doth whatſoever hee will. David in the Plalmesale 
cribeth to his hard the framing of his body and members 
im the wombet, T bine bends have made meand faſbioned 
—_ 


me 
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Tully, Lucan. 
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me.T bon haſt covered mee in my me bers wombe. T hing yes 


P/a-139-13-16. (ich hee) didſes my ſwbſto1ct yer beeimg wnperfelt, andin 


1, y books all wy ers were written, which im conting « 
awe were faſhioned : or(asic is inthe Margent) all of 1b: 
written what dayes they (pon'd be faſbioned, when as yer 
there was none of them. To him cherefore —_— the 
diſpoſi ig ofche materials and ſhapiag of the Birth : Now 
then, is God fo tyed to his materialls,that ifthere be ro 
mach for one,or too little for rwo complete and perfe&t 
features,hee can reicher derraft nor malciply + Muſt bis 
worke bee cur off with what the Philoſ-pher faith of Na» 
rare, Iavendir quod optimum, fact tammen 5d quod pete ft © thac 
is, Natoreinteadeth perfeQ&tiou, but becing hindered doch 
what (he can? 

Let no man therefore taxe me of any excefl: inreligions 
thoughts,ur count it overmuch curicticic,it I propound to 
you a1 obſervation or two, grounded apon this zad che 
like occalions. Each Comer (as experience hath taughe 
men) is in ics kiade Do&rina), and blateth forch ſomerhing 
or other worthy our obſervation. Nec mm v anues totics ar- 


fere Comets : {.1dome are thoſe fuper-terreſtriall blaz-s 


kindledin vaine. Men do commonly count them prenns- 
Cos belliet calamitatum,tore-ranners of come imminent ca- 


In6-b.7-14-12+ Lmities,and therefore doe call upon one another to ap» 


{& the wrath of God, by faiting and Humiliation. 

I ſhall no: therefore hope, tranſcend rhe limits of my 
calling,nor wrong the providence of Gad, if I rake liber- 
ry ro ay, touching this ftrange-birth, which God hath c 11+ 
ſed ro blaze here amongſt us, and from us, to the whole 
Gountrey#o ſay of it, as the Apoſtle faith of the bloud of 


« Abel;bei.g dead,ityet ſpeaketh. Whar did or doch the 


bloud of Abel ſpeake, but the irreverfible wrath of God 
againſt C in him agaiaſta]] wilful! and malicious per. 
ſccuours ofreligiousperions? I doe hot lay, this — may” 

© 
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G bitter things ; bur yer ic Lge nn common 
wich the reſt of ſtr nge and mifhapen Birchs: and if I 
deceive not my (elte oyer-much , ſome ching in pecu- 
liar by it felie : focher ir ſpeaketh ewo things, perhaps 
more, bur two I pi ch upon, not averriag them both 
fpoken with the- ſame evidence, but both truly : and 
which $ more, ſeaſonably. 

Firit chen this, and all monſtrous & misfeatvred Births, 
ſpeake this: That ic is « (gular Mcrcie of God, when 
the Births of the Wombe are wor miſ-formed : when they 
reccive their fire and perfect tearuce. A Lefon truly 
worth the noting in this forgecfull Age : Mercies that 
are ordinarie wee ({wallow ; and take ſma!l notice of 
them : Such a worke 9sthis cauſethus to fee whar diffe- 
rence there is berwixc comlinetle and deformity : berwixt 
PerfeQtion and ou may en in the Body, PDoth any 
make (cruple of what I Gy? Ler that man confider che 
dilcomforc of Detormitie : How lyable it is daily co ex- 
probration through the evill cuſtome of wicked men, 
more ready to caſt it in the teeth, than condole or com- 
miſerate, if Gori hath Gampe 2 deformity upon the Bo- 
dic, 

Know wee tot that the members of the B: die are the 
O and Inflraments of the Soul, in the Service of God 
and man? DeteR orexcellſe muſt needs breed griete, be- 
cauſe it createth rrooble. Contider wee this birth, thas 
doable-membred, to have feene them lying upon chetable, 
to fe them deciphered upon the paper might happily 
be chought a fight not much unpleafane : But ler your ima» 
gination give chem life, and tell mec how uncomtortable, 
yea burchenſome muſt they be to others, yea and to them- 
ſelves : when as though ewo, yer ſo neere incorporated, 
that the one cantot helpe the other. How ſhould they 
ear, ſleep, walke, fir, or fatisfie nature, but wich much in- 
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cumbrance. Is itthen. diſcomfort to have a marke'of de- 
formicy or diFadvantage caft upon the Births of the 
Womb? An is it not a fingo'ar Mcrcie to have them bora 
compleat in ſhape and feature ? Doubtleſſ ic is. 


lreaſon therefore is that this Mercie of God unto 
us in the iGue of our Loins ſhould be acknowledged wich 


_ all thankefulaeſſe. If other Mercies, whynort this ? The 


Hu: bandman, when hee hath his Corne and Wine increa- 
ſed, when houſed: The Merchant, when his Venture is 
returned : The Owner when his Shipis arrived, and both 
have made agood voiage:1t chere be any religion dwelling 
in cheir breſts, will in a folemne manner confeſle before the 


Sonnes of men the loving kindefſe of the Lord. When - 


women have received fate deliverance from the great 
paines and —F Child-birch, the Charch doth call 
chem (and ſurely it had need to call them) to give h 
thanksro God : And ought not this alſo to be remembred, 
That the Children borne give hope of Comfort co their 
Parents? Hopel fay, that a faire and well-featured B dy 
may be the comfortable houſe and habitation of an Hol 
foule? Doubtleſſe it onghr + Novrh no David iatimate fo 
much ia the afore-mentioned Plalme, when hee faich, I 
will praiſe thee, for Iam fearfully and wonderfully made ; 


Mervailous arethy Workes, aad thatmy Soule knowerh 


right-well. 

Know wee not thatGod hath juſt cauſe to blaſt ey 
birch of ours, if he would be extreme? Partly, in reſpe 
of the abuſe of che Bed ; which, chongh hee hath Gn&i- 
fed co the uſe of man by the benediion of the Church, 
that ſo in the ſober uſechereof every one ſhould pofleſſe 
his Veſfell in anfificatioa and honour; yer is it roo ofcen 
rioroully and wantonly abuſed. Partly, I ay, for theſe 

Abules, bur ſpecially in reſpeR of chat Originall corrup- 
tioa whichcleaverh to the Fruit of che ben. q even "—_ 
the 
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the firſt conception, as the Plalmilt ſheweth. From this 
gilc and filth not one of all the Race of Adam is exemp- p/..;1.5 
ted. No ſoaner doe we receave a Being, bar it is ac- 
companied wich fiafulnefle : In which reſpe&, who can 
denie, but God might juſtly blaſtthe body with deformity? 
Which if hee doe not when hee might, is ie not a favour, 
and foto be acknowledged ? Wee acknowledge ir a ſp<- 
ciall favour to the Soule (as it is reaſon wee ſhould ) that 
God doch exempe any from that common damnation, 
which is due to all by Adams cranſgreſſion : And is it not 
tobe confefſed a M-rcie tothe body ? For why? VVhen 
the body doch waar irs perte& teature, when the Soule 
doth want the exerciſe ot wic and reaſon, more os leſk : 
Is not this an ctie& of Sinae, and fo to bee accounted : 
Doth God inthis any thing more than what Iuftice doth 
allow? Shall wee day it is aa at of kis abfolace Domi. 
nioa? Itrow not : VVhar isjuſtly done to ſome, isic not 
mercie,not to doero others? Yes (my Dearely beloved ) 
it is Mercie, free and undeſerved Mercie : O chat in this 
alſo, mg, I ay, O that men woald therfore 
aiſe the Lord for his - and for his wonderfil! 
orkscorthe Sonnes of men! : 
| Contrarily, when the Hand of Tuſtice hath found any 
out, when any birth of ours is t into the world 
misformed, and mif-fearured : If hath (as ic were 
ſpic in the face, and laid the black-finger of i 
upon the body, ought it not to bee entertained with for- 
row of Heart , and Humiliation? Hatch Ged written in 
at Letters the guilt of Sin, and in a deformed body 
wn a reſemblance of the Soules deformity ; drawa it 
0913; that others may ſee and know, that wee 
fo are defiled in his fight? and (halk wee nor blaſh ro 
heare it, to ſee ic thus caſt in our teeth , and laid be- 


fore us? 
GAY This 
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This for the Parties : but is chis all? Is je nothing eo you 
all chat paſſe by, or that come to ſee? Mee thinkes ic 
ſhould : Canyou, any of you, waſh your hands io Inno- 
cencie? are not = allo Sinners in the fight of God ? 


VVhatcanyoualledge, why chis might not have beene 
ours? Did you prevent it by prayer? I cruſt you will 
reafrer : and acknowledge the juſtnetle of their iDevo- 
tion, who remenber women 'with child : bue happily 
you have ver hitherco thought upon je:Tf 6; It God mighc 
have throwne the tower of Siloam upon your heads allo, 
if ſer a markeof his diſpleafure upon your births, ard 
ethathnordone ir; will you not ſee and ay, The Lord 


ath done great things for us? Lord, what amT, thatthou 
FT, am IT more holy, lefle finfull chan my 


nei ? No,no : Ic is thy free Mercie and undeſer- 


vedFavour, Oh inlarge my heart ro praiſe chy Name. 
Heere then ſee and bewaile the iniquity and irreligion 
of this our Age, at leaft of numbers in the ame. The 
common fort make no further nſe of theſe Þ rodigies and 
as a marrer of wonder andrable-talk : 
looke apon them with none thee eyes, than with which 
they would behold an African monſter, a miſhapen beaſt, 
It was notthas in the becter Ages of the world. VVee 
reade in theninthChaprer of Saint Tohn : rhar the Diſci- 
ples, when they ſaw the man thar was borne blind, they 
come to our blefledSavior, with Iuis peccavit > Mr Who 
hach ſmned ? See the Religion of thoſe times : They look: 
tinne asthe cauſe of defeRtive or redundant births. 
rath indeed, oar Saviour 2nſwereth : Neither this man, 


nor , By which $ of Chriſt, wee muſt - 
— —_— they are excaied from all finne : doubc- 


icfſe his had finned; and conceived him in finae, 
el had not this beene caſt npon him : No place for de- 
fe and deformities in the itate of Innocence, But why 

| God 
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(19) 
God fhonld rake the forfeiture in this, rather than in 
his N-ighbour, this was meerely Ex Dei beze-placits, 
the good pleafure of God, who had in this a 
ro prepare and make way for the glory of Chriſt in 
curing the man. 

The fame happily might bee aid in theſe 6ccafions 
whereof wee =— Tothe Queſtiog, 2uis pecca- 
vi: ; Who hath fianed? happily Chriſt (who was ac+ 
quainted wich che Counſels of his Father ) mighe an- 
iwer; Neque hic, neque paremes, Neither he, nor his 
Parents : Not to exempt them trom f1nne altogether, 
buc co teach us, thar forme other end & purpoſe God 
had befide the vitiration of their fin: (though that alſo 
we find ſoratimes to bemanifcſted, when God by fach 
occafions doth awaken the coſcience to conkefle lecrer 
andunbewailed fans ) beſtds, 1 ſay,the vitication of &n : 
Somtimes ro diſcover the Atheiſm, lereliglon of many, 

ps alfo their Coveroufoelle , who would rather 
make a benefit of fuch births, & ia ſtead of Humiliation 
for a Croffe, teach che parents ro account fuch births 
for bleflings, which doe prove fo profitable. Some- 
times to prompe unto the Minifterie 2 word of ex- 
hortation needtall tor che preſeric Rate of the peo 
ple : A medirarion whick happily hisrexc not 
afford him, Ex. gr. This Lelr,apoals, 6x4 this 
occafion prompred co me, <aro you : 
remember hereafrer, to acknow it as2a Me 
when Children come into the well-teacnred , 
the members of their body in a dueproportion apt- 
ly each to other correſponding, acicher deteRive, nor 


- redundant : Tobewaile it as a crofle trom God, when 


ic is otherwiſe : chat ſo penitencie way provide a 
Remedie, either of the deformity by the hand of 


Man ; or of the diſcomtorr by 
x 
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This Leffoo, I ſay, is new preſented to you , and 1 
eruſt will bee remen-bred by you : Andif fo ; the An- 
ſwer rothe Queſtion may goe on as it is inthe words 
of our Saviour. Neither this man, nor his 
= of God fhoulihey made manifeſt in 

To winde vp this firſt obſervationin a word, I no- 
red the re of the Diſciples: they: looke vp to 
finne as tothe cauſe of Gods Hand : nor ſhall ic mif- 
become vs to doe the like : provided alway, that it 
bee _ they forgot) in our owne occaſion rather 
than in anothers. Doe 1 ſuffer? Ler mee fay, Lord, 1 
have finned; Thou art jou, Doth tuffer ? 
Let mee ſay, Lord,thou art mercifull come : this caſe 
might have beene mine. Bleſſed bee thy Name for 
ever, 


Something long have I ood nponthis, becauſe I 
am fure thisis a Leſſon, which y” 1 tend andmif- 
ſhapen births, though dead I om 2a for the Io- 
wen of _ Ley gy 

which ma to bee peculiar ro this one 
innebatef the hone rhoroad, 
The rwinpes you fee arc wales ; brothers, had 
beerebornealive. To loveas brethren, is the dury 


Ard lo, here a fit reſemblance of this mutnall duty : 
As fir, aslivelyalmoR as can be deviſed : Here are all 
the parts and members of Conſulcation, and operation 
for rwo perſons; onely here is one body, one breft, 
oue belly: the breft the (eat of the heart, che belly 
of the bowells : One I ſay, notin the Identity of fub- 


ſtance 
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Kance ; but in the conglutination of externall parts 
from breſt to belly : whether one heart, one liver, 
oue community of Inteſtines, is more than wee canld 
ſee ; though all reaſon indeed giveth them to be two 


' throughour in all ow! yet you fee, ſo twoin one, 


that had they lived tothe yeares of expreſſion, wee 
might well have expeted fromthem uniced hearts, 
intire aftetions, and more than Sympathie, each to 
other , as to himſelfe. Surely, theſe are not more 
neereſy conjoyned in breſt and belly, chan Chriſtians 
ought ro be in heart & affetion, Theſe rwo'were one 


y ; Chriſtians are one ſpirir: though ſeverall bodies ,,, 


and foules, yer one and the fame fpirit diffaſed into 
all, to enlive and quicken all, Nor would it have 


' beene more prodigious for theſe Twinnes (fappoſe 


they had lived to bee men ) to have quarrelled and 
conteſted one againſt another : chan ir is for Chriſti- 
ansto quarrell and contend, ſpecially to live in the 
minde of irreconciliation. To theſe Twianes ( had 
they quarrelled) a man might have ſayd, you are one 
body : To Chriſtians a man may well (@, You are 
one ſpirit : why due you wrong one to another ? Was 
that an Argument in all reaſon ht to compound the 


' ſuppoſedditferences of theſe? And ſhall nor this bee 


able to perſwade peace, nay love among Chriſiians ? 
Mee thinketh it ſhould : Nay, 1 am fare, it this doe 
not prevaile, the faultie perſon ſhall one day ſmart 


* for ir; perhaps when Repentance for it will come 


too are. 

Wel,I have now acquainted you with my thoughts, 
[ have ſhewed to you, how this Birth, though dead, 
yer fpeaketh : Truth ic is, Faith alone hath eares to 
heare theſe Leſſons, theſe Inftrutions : Nature is 
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deafe, and Reaſon dull in theſe occations : A brutilh ?/. g2. 6 
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man knoweth not ; neicher doth a foole underftand : 
Faith quickneth che Vaderſtanding to apprehend : the 
Will zo believe : the AﬀeRions ro take pleaſure in 
theſe Medications. 

Which Faith, finceir is the gifc of God, letus now 
turne out ſelves to him with hearty devotion, defaring 
himro beſtow upon us che gitt of Faich,and all graces, 
by which wee may learne to make an holy uſe, as of 
all his Workes in geaerall , fo of this and the like- in 
ſpeciall : ro the glory of his Name, and the eternal! 
comfort of our owne ſoules, through Tefus Chriſt our 
lord. To whom with che Father andthe bleſſed Spi- 

rit, Three excellent Perſons, one glorious God, 

beeaſcrided all Honour and Praife, 
now, and tor evermore, 
Amen. 


i FINIS. 
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